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Reform Policies (continued)

New York State is 62 months.
There is, however, an important excep-

tion to ASFA: if a foster care agency can
document a “compelling reason” why ter-
mination would not be in the best interest
of the child, the agency can decide not to
terminate parental rights. So, for example,
if an agency caseworker spends time with
a mother and her child and sees evidence
of a strong bond, she or he might recon-
sider filing a termination proceeding. For
parents in prison, achieving this outcome
is quite difficult.

Although a number of organizations

facilitate visits to state prison, they are,
for the most part, under-resourced and
unable to provide adequate services for
the thousands of New York's children
of incarcerated parents. More than half
the mothers in New York's prisons have
never had a visit with their children.

Even when custody is not at stake,
maintaining family ties during a moth-
er's incarceration is critical: It con-
tributes to a child's overall well-being,
aids in successful post-release family
reunification and significantly decreas-
es the likelihood that a mother will
return to prison.

Certain changes in criminal justice

and child-welfare policies would miti-
gate the destructive effects of imprison-
ment on and save taxpayers money.
Such reforms include amending New
York’s ASFAlaws to provide exceptions
for incarcerated parents and increasing
funds to programs that provide visiting
and family reunification services.

Ultimately, New York should send
more women offenders to community-
based correctional alternatives such as
drug treatment, supervised probation,
vocational training, abuse counseling and
community service. These programs cost
significantly less than prison and allow
women offenders to stay connected to

their families while addressing underly-
ing issues such as substance abuse and
domestic violence. Without such reforms,
New York cannot effectively reduce
recidivism or interrupt the intergenera-
tional cycle of crime and prison.

On Sunday, when you wish someone
“Happy Mother's Day,” think of Lucia
and the thousands of children whose
mothers are incarcerated. New York
should not let another Mother’s Day
pass without recognizing the terrible
impact prison has on families from
poor communities and adopt a more
enlightened approach to addressing
criminal behavior.


