
Cut crime, save money, 
build communities.
In the past 10 years New York’s prison population has declined by 
13,000 people and the state’s crime rate has dropped by 28%. New 
York now has 6,300 empty prison beds.  At no risk to public safety, 
the state could close these spaces and enact measures to further 
reduce the prison population and save the residents of New York  
millions of dollars annually.

To save money and further reduce the use of NY’s prisons,  
we urge state leaders to:

> Close empty prisons.    

> Reform probation and parole practices.

> Fully repeal the Rockefeller Drug Laws.

> Expand eligibility for Work Release and Merit Time.

> �Invest savings in effective prison rehabilitation and community-
based alternative to incarceration and prevention programs.

We, the undersigned, urge policymakers to put people before prisons by enacting these measures.

Despite the fact that the  
majority of people who use 
and sell drugs in NY are 
white, 90% of the people 
locked up under the  
Rockefeller Drug Laws are 
African American and Latino.

It costs $55,000 per year 
to lock up one person in a 
NY State prison.

Alternative-to- 
incarceration programs 
are more effective and  
less expensive than  
imprisonment.

Since 1999 NY’s prison  
population has dropped  
by 13,000, from 71,600 
in 1999 to 58,600 now.  

To get involved call  
212-254-5700 or visit  
www.droptherock.org
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Return petitions to: Drop the Rock 2090 Adam Clayton Powell Jr. Blvd., Suite 200 New York, NY 10027   Fax: 212-473-2807
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